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11, Study on Challenges and Opportunitics: Highe,
Education in India e:

Meena P, Sary ade
Asst. Prof. Department of Elcctronics, Yashwantrao Chavan College
of Science, Karad, MH.

Abstract
The world has realized that the economic success of the states is directly determined -

their education systems. Education is a Nation’s Strength. A developed nation is inevitably an
cducated nation. Indian higher education system is the third largest in the world, next to the
United States and China. Since independence, India as a developing nation is contentiously
progressing in the education field. Although there have been lot of challenges to higher
education system of [ndia but equally have lot of opportunities to overcome these challenges and
to make higher education system much better. It needs greater transparency and accountability,
the role of colleges and universities in the new millennium, and emerging scientitic research on
how people learn is of utmost important. India need well skilled and highly educated people who
can drive our economy forward. India provides highly skilled people to other countries therefore;
it is very casy for India to transfer our country from a developing nation to a developed nation.
The current study aims to highlight the challenges and to point out the opportunities in higher

education system in India.

Keywords——(EcIucation, Opportunities, Challenges, Colleges, Universities)

Introduction

India's higher education system is the world's third largest in terms of students, ncxi to China and
the United States. In future, India will be one of the largest education hubs. India's Higher
Education sector has witnessed a tremendous increase in the number of Universitics/University
level Institutions & Colleges since independence. The ‘Right to Education Act’ which stipulates
compulsory and free education to all children within the age groups of 6-14 years, has brought
about a revolution in the education system of the country with statistics revealing 2 staggenng
enrolment in Educational institutions over the last four years. The involvement of private sector

in higher education has seen drastic changes in the field. Today over 60% of higher education
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has been always been a land of scholars and learners. I ancient times also. India was reyqrg
v Sl

all over the world for its universities like Taxila. Nalanda. Vikramshila and its schalars,
5. By

independence India had 20 universitics, 500 colleges enrelling about 2. 30.000 students. g,
- Sinee

independence India has progressed significantly in terms of higher education statistics. Ty,
o 15

number has increased to 659 Universitics and 33023 colleges up to December 2011-12, Cepyry

Govermment and statc Govermments are trying to nurturc talent through focusing on the nump,
or

higher cducations. There s

of Universities and Colleges for expansion of o
1

doubt to the fact that much: of the progress achieved by India in education has come from privyge

sector. In fact the public sector and private sector is not in opposition to each other but they gre

working simultancously in Indian education spherc. UGC is the main governing body thy

enforces the standards, advises the government and helps coordinate between center and states

The Fig 1 & 2 shown below depicts the growth of universitics and colleges in India from 1970

2012 respectively. The number of universities has grown more than six times in last four decades

and the number of colleges has been increased from -3603 in 1970-71 to 33000.
colleges in 2011-12.

The growth of universities and Colleges in India from 1970 to 2012

700 659 “ 35000 13023
H o !
600 ! {30000 }
i !
500 i {25000 |

1 21170

400

300

200

100

m No.of Universities

Fig: 1 Growth on Number of University Fig: 2 Growth on Number of Colleges
Per Year Per Year

Challenges in Higher Education in India

ar of independence still our education system has not been developed fully. We

It is our 74th ye

are not able to list a single university in top 100 universities of the world. Various govemments
neated

changed during these six decades. They tried to boost the education system and impler

132

ENGLISH PART - VI/ Peer Reviewed Referced and UGC Listed Journal

Scanned with CamScanner




s e

cotish K 'y e oo AL

e

| et .There¢

S

[ v-SEPTEMBER - 2018
MPACT FACTOR -5.5 (www.sjifactor.com)
e

ics but they were not sufficient to put an example for the univ
fcics

| Ol

" crse. UGe

and focusing on quality education in higher education sector, Stjl)
d 6 o we

and challenges in our cducation system. Some of the b

Lt - pmblt‘ms asic challenges
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i I stem in India are discussed below:

& cducation sy

o hel . { < A 101 . o .
"h‘}h‘Enrolnw“‘: The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) of India in higher education is only 15%

Jite low as €O
colments at Education level, the supply of higher education institutes is insufficient
n : ‘

1
pared to the developed as well as, other developing countries, With the
- qisd
Jieh!
e of ¢ . t

cctthe growing demand in the country.
3 MM

Equity: There is no equity in GE-R ux.nong diffcrent sccts of the society. According to
e sudies the GER in higher education in India among male and female varies to a greater
are regional variations too some states have high GER while as some is quite
ind e national GER which retlect a significant imbalances within the higher education
glem-

Quality: Quality in higher education is a multi-dimensional, multilevel, and a dynamic
ancept. Ensuring quality in higher education is amongst the foremost challenges being faced in
ndia today. However, Government is continuously focusing on the quality edﬁcation. Still Large
qmber of colleges and universities in India are unable to meet the minimum requirements laid
down by the UGC and our universities are not in a position to mark its place among the top
wiversities of the world. »

Infrastructure: Poor infrastructure is another challenge to the higher education system
of lndia particularly the institutes run by the public sector suffer from poor physical facilities and
nffastructure,

There are large number of colleges which are functioning on second or third floor of the
bulding on ground or first floor there exists readymadeAhosien'es or photocopy shops.

Political interference: Most of the educational Institutions are owned by the political
.mde’s’ who are playing key role in governing bodics of the Universities. They are using the
:;r?oce.m students for theirselfish means. Students organize campaigns, forget their own

Felives ang begin to develop theircareers in politics.
Faculty, Faculty shortages and the inability of the state educational system to attract and

"elain v, .
°ll qualifieq teachers have been posing challenges to quality education for many years.
Ige Numberg of
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NET / PhD candidates are unemployed even there are lot ol vacancies i high,
oducation, these descrving candidates are then applying in other departments which is 3 higgcst
blow to the higher education system. .

Accreditation: As per the data provided by the NAAC, as of June 2010, “not evep 25,
of the total higher education institutions in the country were accredited. And among those
accredited, only 30% of the universitics and 45% of the colleges were found to be of quality y,
be ranked at 'A' level™.

Research and Innovation: there are very nominal scholars in our country whosc Wfiling
is cited by famous westemn authors. There is inadequate focus on rescarch in higher educatio,
institutes. There are insufficient resources and facilities, as well as, limited numbers of qualiry
faculty to advice students.

Most of the research scholars are wilhoﬁt fellowships or not getting their fellowships op
time which directly or indirectly affects their research. Moreover, Indian Higher education
institutions are poorly connected to research centers. So, this is another area of.challcngc to the
higher education in India.

Structure of higher education: Management of the Indian education faces challenges of
over centralization, bureaucratic structures and lack of accountability, transparency, and
professionalism. As a result of increase in number of affiliated colleges and students, the burden
of administrative functions of universities has significantly increased and the core focus on
academics and research is diiuted (Kumar,2015).

Opportunities in Higher Education

India is a large country, with an estimated population of young people aged between (8
to 23 years to be around 150 millions. The sheer size of the market offers huge opportunities for
development of the higher education sector in India. India now boasts of having more than
33,000 colleges and 659 universities, which has been quite a remarkable growth during the last
six decades. The year 2012 witnessed 21.4 million enrollments, which makes India the 3rd
largest educational system in the world. Unfortunately, the educational infrastructure of India is
inadequate to handle such huge volumes. In spite all the government spending in the educational
sector, it is just too insufficient to meet the growing requirements. Therefore, higher Education

sector has now been identified as one of the promising areas for private and foreign investments.
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:g?&'cane"‘jr: it @niﬁes for strategic engagement and capacity building in higher
.:Cl:dcrship ond management at the state level. There are opportunities for India to

Rl

Tt national and international level on areas of systemic reform, including quality
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-nternat
of educational op
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i onis 3 powerful tool for reducing or eliminating income and wealth disparities.
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The id
il by higher education is spread among all classes of people. There are great reserves of

ional credit recognition, and unified national qualifications framework.

portunity in higher education is considered essential because higher
ea of equalizing educational opportunities also lies in the fact that “the ability to

. capped ability in the society; if offered the chance they can rise to the top. A great deal of
ot of the highest level is, in fact, lost by an in egalitarian system of education” (Balachander,
1)

The need to enhance the employability of graduates is presenting entry points for
sliboration in enterprise education and entrepreneurship, links with industry, research skills
o tie wide range of transferable skills, including English. The emerging interest in Indian
e education institutions in the vocational skills market provides areas for potential
“ggement with international partners. There is a need to build stronger relationships and
%t mutual understanding in higher education by increasing support and participation in
Hafoms (Confcrences, workshops, seminars) which enable debate and dialogue with other
e of e world.(British Council, 2014). |
ome Suggestions Improving the S : .

ystem of Higher Education
There is a need to implement innovative and transformational approach form primary to

L
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on level to make Indian educational system globally more relevant and competitive.
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Higher educational institutes need to improve quality and reputation,
There should be a good infrastructure of colleges and universitics which may atiry '
¢

students.

veen Indian higher education institute

Govemment must promote collaboration bety S ang
: AR

top Intemational institutes and also generates linkage between national rescarch laboratories |
S anc

research centers of top institutions for better quality and collaborative research.

There is a nced to focus on the graduate studer
gain deceper knowledge of subject s0 that they will get job

1ts by providing them such courses
, SeS in

which they can achieve excellence,

after recruitment in the companies which would reducc unnecessary rush to the higher cducatiop

Universities and colleges in both - public privatc must be away from the politicy|

aftiliations, Favoritism. money making process should be out of education system etc.

There should be a ‘multidisciplinary appro

knowledge may not be restricted only up to his own subjects.

Conclusion
Education is a process by which a person’s body, mind and character are formed and

strengthened. It is bringing of head, heart and mind together and thus enabling a person to

develop an all-round personality identifying the best in him or her. Higher education in India has

d very rapidly in the last six decades after independence yet it is not equally accessible to

expande
e fastest developing countries of the world with the a

all. India is today one of th nnual growth rate

going above 9%. Still a large section of the population remains illiterate and a large number of

children’s do not get even primary education. This is not only excluded a large section of the

population from contributing to the development of the country fully but it has also prevented

them from utilizing the benefits of whatever development have taken place for the benetit of the
ia is facing various challenges in higher educa

n is utmost important. India is a country of huge human

people. No doubt Ind tion but to tackle these

challenges and to boost higher educatio
otential, to utilize this potential properly is th
how to get beﬁeﬁts from these opporturities and how to make
der to sustain that rate of growth, there is
n India. To

resource p e issue which needed to discuss.

Opportunities are available but
them accessible to others is the matter of concem. In or

need to increase the number of institutes and also the quality of higher education i

reach and achieve the future requirements th

jal

ere is an urgent need to relook at the Financ
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